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PRAYER, PROVIDENCE, PEACE AND PRAISE. 

Prayer is according to our convictions, one of tlie 
chief elements of human progress. It enters by divine 
provision into that ordering of events which we call 
providence and when its results are clearly discernible 
it puts the prayer-maker under obligation to give thanks. 
A trustee of the Permanent Peace Fund several years 
ago said to the writer, " Providence seems to take care 
of the Peace Society." This he said in view of unexpected 
and apparently supernatural interferences by which 
means were provided for emergencies in carrying forward 
the peace work. "While the gifts of the living inevitably 
decreased, the money given by friends departed and 
funded seemed to be exempt from ordinary calamities, 
and to slowly and surely become augmented in value. 
In spite of these favorable auspices, and chiefly owing 
to the very sudden and unexpected death of a former 
Secretary, our predecessor, Rev. H. C. Dunham was 
burdened and harassed by debt. 

In 1884, owing to Mr. Dunham's talent for economy 
and his careful nursing of the small funds available, the 
debt seemed in a fair way to liquidation. At that time 
the present Secretary assumed office. By curtailing 
expenses and resisting what almost seemed calls of duty, 
no farther debt has been incurred. By the receipt of a 
legacy from an unexpected source all pecuniary obligations 
were paid. Prayer was thus answered and the way opened 
to expend all possible collections upon present and future 
work. 

Secondly, It was for some years a matter of special con- 
cern, that some young and ambitious man of pure character 
and political aspirations should appear as a leader among 
statesmen in the cause of peace and arbitration. 
Entirelj' unexpected and unanticipated a young man 
delivered a Peace Oration before the Government of the 
city of Boston on the Fourth of July, 1891, which ranks 
with that of Charles Sumner in 1845. It has been 
placed in the hands of every member of Congress and 
sent to all the leading reading-rooms, libraries and news- 
papers in this country and is being ordered from Europe 
for a similiar purpose. Hardly a newspaper has criti- 
cised unfavorably this oration, and wherever candidly 
read and considered, men seem to recognize in it a fair 
expression of the higher and better spirit of our age. 

Thirdly, The Peace cause needed its Uncle Tom's 
Cabin. It needed not only essays, speeches, sermons 
and poems, but also its parable. 

A young writer of imagination with a nervous and 
" taking" style in a fit of indignation against the horrid 
threats of exterminating war by European nations wrote 
" The White Crown " and published it in the Century 
for August, the widest read magazine in the world. It is 
to be republished in book form, and is sure to catch the 
eye and ear of the young and find a way for ideas of 



peace among people who as yet are indifferent to the 
entire subject. Other excellent publications of similiar 
import have been issued in this country and in Europe. 

For these things let us thank our Heavenly Father 
and continue to pray that more and more the power of 
money, of statesmanship and literature may be enlisted 
in the efforts made to seat the Prince of Peace on the 
throne of the Universe. 



THE WORLD'S POSTAL CONGRESS. 

William Potter, who with Capt. N. M. Brooks repre- 
sented the United States at the Fourth International Pos- 
tal Congress, which has been iu session for three months 
at Vienna, returned home Sept. 28. Mr. Potter says that 
the congress which has just adjourned was the most im- 
portant ever held yet by the International Postal Union. 
Every government except China was represented, and 
several measures were adopted which will greatly improve 
the postal facilities between the United States and the 
countries of Europe. 

" The most important action of the Congress," said Mr. 
Potter, " was the admission into the Union of the Aus- 
tralian colonies. Another important arrangement included 
in the new treaty is the adoption of a prepaid return postal 
card, good all over the world. The delegation from the 
United States attempted to secure the adoption of an inter- 
national postage stamp, but the proposition failed. It 
will be presented again at the next congress, which will 
meet in Washington in 1896, and will probably be adopted." 



POLITICAL DUELS. 



Because of some serious charges made against Col. L. 
L. Polk, President of the Farmers' National Alliance, 
some of his friends intimate that he must fight or take 
some steps to disprove said charges. It is hoped that 
Mr. Polk may take some other steps than fighting a duel ; 
and not act the role of a moral coward to prove that he is 
not ii physical coward. Many men have let themselves be 
driven, contrary to their own judgment and conscience, 
to meet the demands of the murderous duel code as 
explained and enforced by its blood-guilty advocates. 



W. C. Braithwaite, Esq., editor of the London Messiah's 
Kingdom, an able paper devoted to promoting the cause of 
peace among Christians, writes his thanks for " The Com- 
ing Peace," and adds that he has read Mr. Quincy's ora- 
tion with great interest and considers it " one of the best 
expositions of the economic aspects of peace that has yet 
appeared." 

Miss Frances Willard has recently addressed a National 
Roman Catholic Temperance Convention at Washington, 
D. C, and that upon her invitation a committee from 
that convention will attend the World's Congress of 
" The Woman's Christian Temperance Union," to be 
held at Boston in November, and of which Miss Willard 
is president. 



